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of the common people ?" And since neither
treasures nor nobility, nor the glory of the diadem
benefit the body, we must believe that these
superfluous advantages are no less useless to the
soul.

What a profound book yet remains to be written
under the title: The Troubles of Wealth.

The rich man is neither more intelligent, nor
more virtuous, nor more healthy than the poor
one. Nor is his chance of becoming famous
greater than the poor man's. History even as-
serts the contrary. The illustrious men, the great
conquerors in science, literature, or politics are
chiefly recruited among people in modest circum-
stances. Apuleius justly says that all those who
command our admiration by their glory have been
nourished from the cradle by poverty. "Poverty,"
he tells us, "in the early ages, has been seen found-
ing cities, inventing arts, holding vice aloof,
lavishing fame, deserving the eulogies of all the
nations. We have beheld it in Greece become
by turns justice in Aristides, goodness in Phocion,
courage in Epaminondas, wisdom in Socrates,
eloquence in Homer. In Rome, it witnessed the
beginning of the Roman empire."

Serenity of mind is the condition of our happi-
ness. Npw, from this standpoint, "no one is